1 .(original): A fluorescent whitening agent, which comprises a mixture of compounds of the formulae 




k S0 3 M 



da), 
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(1b) and 




wherein 

A represents -X-Y-NR3R4 and 
C is -NR 1 R 2 and 

B* represents a group of the formula 



A E E 




wherein 

D represents -NRsRe and 
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E represents -XrYrNRyRs, whereby 

X and X, each, independently of each other, represent -0- or -NH-, 

Y and each, independently of each other, represent a straight-chain C 2 -C 8 alkylene or branched C 3 - 
C 8 alkylene chain, which may be interrupted by one or two nitrogen, oxygen or sulphur atoms or 
represent a 5- or 6-membered cycloaliphatic ring, 

Ri, R21 R5 and R 6 each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, Ci-C 8 alkyl, 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl, CrC^alkoxyCrCXialkyl, phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, 
C r C 4 alkoxy, d-C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido, or 

Ri and R 2 and /or R 5 and R 6 , together with the nitrogen atom to which they are attached, complete a 
morpholino- piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 

R3, R4, R7 and Ra, each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, CrC 4 alkyl, 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl or 

R 3 and R 4 and/or R 7 and Ra, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are attached, complete a 
morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring and 

M represents hydrogen, an alkaline or alkaline earth metal, ammonium or alkylammonium. 

2. (currently amended): A fluorescent whitening agent, according to claim 1, which comprises a 
mixture of compounds of the formulae 
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i n wh i ch 

X, Y, Ri, R^, R^, R4, R$, Rfe and M ar e as d e fin e d in cla i m 1 . 



3. (currently amended): A fluorescent whitening agent, according to claim 1, which comprises a 
mixture of compounds of the formulae 
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(1g) and 



dh), 



i n wh i ch 

Xr-Xi, Y, Y 4 7 -R i, R^, Ra, R4, R^i Rg and M ar e as d e f i n e d i n c l a i m 1 . 
4. (original): A compound of formula 



\ 



NR 1 R 2 



N— Y— Xt-^ N 
/ N=< r= 
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N /)— O Y — N 



R 3 



\ 



in which 

X 1t Y, Y 1f Rl R 2i R 3 , R4, R5. Re. R7, Re and M are as defined in claim 1. 



R 4 



(2), 
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5. (original): A compound of the formula 




in which 

R 9 and R 10 , each independently of each other, represent hydrogen or C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl and 

Y, Y 1f R 1t R 2 , R3, R4, R5, Re, and M are as defined in claim 1, with the proviso that when 

Y and Y t both represent -CH 2 CH 2 CH 2 - t R1 and R 5 are both phenyl and R 2 and Re are both hydrogen, 

R 3 , R4, R 9 and R 10 are not all -CH 2 CH 2 OH. 



6. (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a mixture of compounds of formulae (1a), 
(1b) and (1c), according to claim 1, by reacting, under known reaction conditions, cyanuric chloride, 
successively, in any desired sequence, with each of 4,4'-diaminostilbene-2,2'- disulphonic acid, amino 
compounds of formulae RiR 2 NH and RsReNH or mixtures thereof and compounds of formulae 
R3R4YXH and RyRsYiXiH or mixtures thereof[[,]] 
Xt-* i, Y, Y 4 7 -R i, R^, Rs r-R 4, R&, R&, R? and Re.b e ing as d e fin e d i n c l a i m 1 . 



7. (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (2), 

N^R 2 



N Y-j X-j N 
>/ N=< 




SO3M 



)=N / R 3 
N % /)— O Y — N 

w 4 



(2), 
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accord i ng to c l aim A, by reacting, under known reaction conditions, cyanuric chloride, successively, in 
any desired sequence, with each of 4,4'-diaminostilbene-2,2'- disulphonic acid, an amino compound 
of formula R^NH, an amino compound of formula R 5 ReNH, a hydroxy compound of formula 
R3R4NYOH and a compound of formula R/RaNYiXiH, 
X 1t Y, Yi, Ri. R 2 , R31 R4, Re, Re, R7 and R* being as defined in claim 1. 

8. (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (3), 
NR 1 R 2 



any desired sequence, with each of 4,4'-diaminostilbene-2,2'- disulphonic acid, an amino compound 
of formula R 1 R 2 NH, an amino compound of formula R 5 ReNH, an amino compound of formula 
R3R4NYNH2 and a compound of formula RgRioNYiNH;?, 

Y, Yi, R1. R 2 , R3, R4, Re, Re, R9 and R i0 being as defined in cla i ms 1 and claim 5. 
9. (original): A compound of the formula 





R 13 HN 

or a mixture comprising compounds of the formulae 
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(4a), 




S0 3 M 



>=N 

n /)-ci 

R 11 R 12N 



(4b) and 



NR,,H 




SO3M 



(4c), 



R 13 HN 
in which 

Rn and R 12 , each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, C 1 -C 4 alkyl, 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl, C 1 -C 4 alkoxyC 1 -C 4 alkyl or, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 
attached, complete a morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 
R 13 represents phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, d-C 4 alkoxy, 
d-C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido and 

M represents hydrogen, an alkaline or alkaline earth metal, ammonium or alkyl ammonium. 
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10. (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula (4a) or a mixture 
of compounds of formulae (4a), (4b) and (4c), according to claim 9, by reacting, under known reaction 
conditions, cyanuric chloride, successively, in any desired sequence, with each of 4,4- 
diaminostilbene-2,2'- disulphonic acid, an amino compound of formula R11R12 NH and an amino 
compound of formula R 13 NH 2 or with a mixture of amino compounds R n Ri 2 NH and Ri 3 NH 2 , Rn, R i2 
and R 13 b ei ng as prev i ously d e fin e d i n claim 9. 

1 1. (currently amended): Use An intermediate of the compound of formula (4a), 

NR„R 12 
CI — (( N 



accord i ng to c l aim 9 , for the preparation of a compound of formula (2), accord i ng to c l aim 3, 



in which, in formula (2), 

R! and R 2 each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, C r C 4 alkyl, 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl, C^alkoxyC^alkyl or, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 
attached, complete a morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 
R 5 represents phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, d-C 4 alkoxy, 
C r C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido, 




R 13 HN 




NR 1 R 2 



(2), 
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Re represents hydrogen and 

Xi, Y, Yi, R 3 , R4, R7, Ra and M are as defined in claim 1[[;]]j>r 



for the preparation of compound of formula (3), according to c l a i m 5, 




in which, in formula (3), 

Ri and R 2 each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, C r C 4 alkyl, 

C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl f C r C 4 alkoxyC 1 -C 4 alkyl or, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 

attached, complete a morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 

R 5 represents phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, C r C 4 alkoxy, 

Ci-C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido, 

R 6 represents hydrogen and 

Y, Y 1( R 3 , R4, R 9 , R 10 , and M are as previously defined in claims 1 and 5 respectiv el y 

wherein Rg and Rin, each independently of each other, represent hydrogen or C?-C 4 hvdroxvalkvi and 

. with the proviso that when 

Y and Yi both represent -CH?CH?CH r . R i and R g are both phenyl and R? and Rr are both hydrogen, 
R g . R4. Rq and Rm are not all -CH9CH7OH. 

us e of the mixtur e of compounds of formu l ae (4a), (4b) and (4c), accord i ng to c l a i m 9 , for th e 
pr e parat i on of a m i xtur e of compounds of formu l a e (1a), (1b) and (1c), accord i ng to c l aim 1, i n wh i ch, 
i n formu l a e (1a), (1b) and (1c), 

R i and R^ e ach i nd e p e nd e nt l y of e ach oth e r, r e pr e s e nt hydrog e n, C 4 -G 4 alky l , 
G;rG 4 hydroxyalkyl, C 4 -G 4 a l koxyC 4 -G 4 a l ky l or, tog e th e r w i th th e n i trog e n atom to which th e y ar e 
attached, comp l et e a morpho l ino - , p i p e ridino - or pyrrolidino - r i ng, 
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& ± r e pr e s e nts ph e ny l , wh i ch i s unsubst i tut e d or subst i tut e d by ha l og e n, d - ^a l koxy, 

r e pr e s e nts hydrogen and 
X7-X4, Y, Y 4 , R^, R4, R?, Rs and M ar e as d e fin e d i n cla i m 1 . 

12. (currently amended): Us e of th e a method of florescent whitening paper comprising contacting the 
paper with a fluorescent whitening mixture of compounds of formulae (1a), (1b) and (1c), according to 
claim 1 , for th e f l uor e sc e nt whit e n i ng of pap e r . 

13. (currently amended): Us e of the A method of florescent whitening paper comprising contacting the 
the paper with a fluorescent whitening agent of a compound of formula (2), according to claim 4 , for 
th e f l uor e sc e nt wh i t e n i ng of pap e r . 

14. (currently amended): Us e of th e compound of formu l a A method of florescent whitening paper 
comprising contacting the paper with a fluorescent whitenting agent of formula (5) 



in which 

R 14 and R 15 , each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, C 1 -C 4 alkyl or 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl and 

Y, Y 1f R1, R 2 , R3, R4. R5, Re, and M are as defined in claim 1 , for the f l uoroscont wh i toning of papor . 

15. (currently amended): Paper, which has been treated with a fluorescent whitening agent 
comprising either a mixture of compounds of formulae (1a), (1 b) and (1 c), according to claim 1 , 

a compound of formula (2), accord i ng to c l aim A 




SO3M 



>=N /— N 




(5), 



N /)— N 
R 5 ReN 
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in which 

R14 and Ris. each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, CrC^alkvl or 
C r Cdhvdroxvalkvl and 

Xi , Y. Yi . Ri . R?, Ra. Ra. R*. Rg. R z . Ra and M are as defined in claim 1 . 



16. (new): A mixture of intermediates of formulae (4a), (4b) and (4c), 




R 13 HN 



(4a), 



NR11R12 




SO3M 



>=N 

R 11 R 12N 



(4b) and 
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in which in formulae (4a) f (4b) and (4c), 

Rn and R i2 , each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, C r C 4 alkyl, 
C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl, C 1 -C 4 alkoxyC l -C 4 alkyl or, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 
attached, complete a morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 
R 13 represents phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, d-C 4 alkoxy, 
C r C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido and 

M represents hydrogen, an alkaline or alkaline earth metal, ammonium or alkyl ammonium, 

for the preparation of a mixture of compounds of formulae (1a), (1b) and (1c), according to claim 1, 
in which, in formulae (1a), (1b) and (1c), 

Ri and R 2 each independently of each other, represent hydrogen, Ci-C 4 alkyl, 

C 2 -C 4 hydroxyalkyl, d-C 4 alkoxyCi-C 4 alkyl or, together with the nitrogen atom to which they are 

attached, complete a morpholino-, piperidino- or pyrrolidino-ring, 

R 5 represents phenyl, which is unsubstituted or substituted by halogen, d-dalkoxy, 

Ci-C 4 alkyl or sulphonamido, 

R 6 represents hydrogen and 

X, X 1f Y, Y 1( R 3 , R 4 , R 7f Rs and M are as defined in claim 1. 
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